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THE 


NEW ERA 


OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. 


MONG the curious incidents which 
the late accounts from France pre- 


sent to us, there is one to which we wish 
to call the attention of Mr. WILBER- 
FORCE, and of all those who approved of 
the Motion which he lately brought for- 
wird in the House of Commons, for 
Peace. The Public should know, that 
the Debates to which this Motion gave 
rise, have been interpreted in the Con- 
vention in a manner which precisely jus- 


B tifies 


[ 6 ] | | \ 
tifies the predictions of the MI NISTER, 
when he warned Mr. W1LBERFORCE of 

the treacherous use which the Rulers in 
France would make of his Proposition, the 
effect of which, he was told, would be to 
retard the conclusion of that Peace which 
he wished to accelerate. It is upon receiv- 
ing the account of this Debate, that the 
President Lovver, in the transport of his 
A e exultation, answered with confidence the 
3 | Dutch Ambassador, that the English 
= People did not approve thewarlike system 
of their Government.--Already.”” says he, 

PI, a ee the English Nation bear. With impa- 
Ec 2c) tience the burthen of a War undertaken 
| BEE merely for the benefit of N Ministers. To- 
. A.. HE - gether with the Dutch Republicans, we 
1 | shall set examples to people who are 


7 


q worthy of imitating us: we shall give Li- 

3 : _ * 

3 berty to the vast empire of the seas, and 
l 8 | . tO 


1 

to the universe abundance, and peace. 
We shall go as far as the Thames to con- 
quer another Government, and to libe- 

rate another Nation.“ 


Mr. WIL RBERTORcE constantly denied 
that his Motion could receive in France 
any such interpretation; he will, how- 
ever, have the misfortune to find this per- 
fidious construction put upon it; and he 
will find it in the same French Paper 
which contains a Declaration of War 
against Great Britain more implacable 
than all which have preceded it, and 
which renews the solemn engagement to 


plant the 'Three-coloured Flag upon the 
Banks of the Thames, and to sing Ca-1ra 
in the Hall of the British Parliament. 
It remains only to be seen, whether our 
brave Sailors will permit these liberators 

B 2 of 
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of the world to honour us with the frater- 
nal visit for which the President Louver 
Assures them we are 80 ee by 


In taking notice © cf this Speech of Lou- 
| vr, we think we should refer our Read- 
ers to the long Lamentations which he 
has lately published, upon the inconceiv- 
able dangers to which he was exposed dur- 
ing the reign of RoBRERSIERRE. The hor- 
rid picture which he has drawn of the state 
of France, is that which has hitherto inspir- 
ed us with the greatest commiseration for its 
-wretched inhabitants. It is only in this 
work that one can judge to what this Peo- 
ple is reduced, who before the Revolution 
were represented to us as good, hospita- 
ble, and alive to the feelings of friendship. 

We see in this work of Lovver, that 


| "WE most distin guished Leaders of the Gi- 


rondists, 


. 
rondists, called by the repeated entreaties 
of the Departments of Finisterre-and La 
Gironde to do them the honour to come 
and seek an asylum from the tyranny of 
the Mountain, did not find a partizan 
| who was'not a traitor; not a friend who 
did not $hut his door against them with 
cowardice; and that those among them 
who were not given up to the Disciples 
of Marar, died of hunger and want in 
the middle of that Department which 
had sworn to them an unshaken fidelity 
and attachment. Nobody will wonder 
that LouvE r, who had the good fortune 
to escape by a succession of miracles, 
should have finished his horrid Narrative 
by exclaiming, that his heart is for- 
ever shut to every sentiment of friend- 
ship; but one cannot help being sur- 
prized that he did not add with grief, 
— 


— — 
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_ -that' the French Nation is unworthy of 
He 1 * 
- Liberty, since his Colleagues, whom e 


11 


calls, and certainly with but too much 


#4 e. T” -Kruh, the real Founders of the Repub- 


lic, could not find in the midst of these 


regenerated Frenchmen, who are re- 
presented to us as so many enthusiastic 
Republicans, a single protector, a tem- 
porary asylum, a shelter, or a bit of bread. 


History, which has preserved many ac- 
tions of fidelity and attachment which the 


Civil Wars of Great Britain exhibited, 
will perhaps one day place these instances 


by the side of Lovuvert's Book, and we 


flatter ourselves that such a comparison 


will not be one of the least striking, to 


characterize the two Nations. 


But if we wish to judge of the retro- 


bh ware movement which the factious spi- 


rits 


* 
rits in Fance begin to make, we must 
study carefully what passed in the Con- 
vention on the 23d of the last month. 
The Speech of Borssy D'AxeLAs forms 
an epoch in the History of the Revolu- 
tion. Although this Orator, as well as 
the greatest part of those who have hi- 
therto preceded him, opposes the eulo- 
gium of the Constitution which he offers, 
to the condemnation of that which it is 
to replace, his Speech presents a picture 
of the present state of France, gertainly 
faithful, but which would have been ac- 
cused of exaggeration, if it had been 
drawn by our own Ministers: we re- 
quest those of our Readers who may 
have been misled, to consider it with at- 


tention : ** Let all private and selfish 


views beat an end, says the Speaker ;-- 
you are charged to substitute Light for 
Darkness, 


X 


[na] 
Darkness, Law for Anarchy, and | FOR 
berty for Licentiousness. For ten years. 
past the People of France have laboured 
more to destroy than to build up. Let 
us cease to be the assassins of Liberty, to 


become its Parents. 


* We have consumed six centuries in 


six years; let not the experience we have 


acquired be thrown away upon us.; let 
the imbecility of the Constituent As- 
sembly, the pusillanimity and indeci- 
sion of the Legislative Assembly; the 
tyranny of the Decemvirs, and the errors, 
unhappily too numerous, in which they 
have involved the Convention itself, be 
a lesson, as useful to us as it is terrible. 


„The Tyrants who oppressed us, in 
order to conceal their ambitious views, 
| formed 


„ 
formed in a fortnight a shapeless work, 
which they decorated with a sacred 
name, and with the sanction of a People 
who were no longer free, for they 
were oppressed by those very Tyrants 
themselves. | 


We must declare to you, that that 
Constitution, formed by ambition and 
intrigue, and accepted by terror, is only 
the re- union of all the elements of dis- 
order, and the organization of anarchy. 


What indeed must we think of a 
Constitution conceived in crime; a Con- 
stitution which is a code of immorality; 
which organizes the partial insurrection 
of powers independent of the Constituted 
Authorities; and which legalizes the 
reign of plunder and of terror? How 

Cc | can 
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* 
can we conceive the idea of six thousand 
Primary Assemblies continually deliber- 
ating upon Laws ?---Such a plan would 
tear from Agriculture, Commerce, and 


Industry, millions of useful hands. That 


which pleased one would dissatisfy an- 
other, and hence would arise discord 
and civil 1 wars, 


„What must we think of a Constitu- 
tion which gives all the power and au- 
thority to the idle and to the turbulent ; 
which establiches a Legislative Body 
without dignity or liberty ; which com- 
mits the direction of the Armed Force to 
the first factious man who has the auda- 
city to seize it; which affords no gua- 
rantee to individual liberty; and in which 
no principle is to be found respectin g our 
on to Forei gn Powers?“ 


It 


n 

It is necessary to observe, that this vio- 
lent but just attack upon the Constitution 
of the 3zist May of last year, was ap- 

plauded with transport, by that Conven 
tion which had with equal transport so 
lately sanctioned it; and although this 
Constitution had never been tried, the 
People of Paris, who swore only two 
months before to bury themselves in its 
ruins, did not hesitate to change the love 
which they had pledged for it, into hatred, 
and to transfer their admiration to the 
New Constitution which shone before 
their eyes. Botssy announced it in the 
following manner: | 


. says 1 Government 
which shall be firm without being dan- 
gerous. Combine its powers in such a 
manner, that, united they shall produce 
ca good, 


L a6. -] 
good, and separated they shall not pro- 
duce evil. Give to the Executive Power 
such a force as shall cause it to be re- 
spected within and feared without.“ 


Alfter so exact a definition of the Bri- 
de Bri- 


tich Constitution, one should perhaps 


have been tempted to believe that Boiss v 
D' Axel As had that Constitution alone in 
view, and that after having thus faithfully 


traced the portrait from the original, he 


would in the name of the Commission of 


Eleven, have proposed it as a model to 
the People of France.---Nothing like 
it. The Constitution which he offers, 


is diametrically opposite to it. It is true, 
that he proposes TWO Houses, but they 


are to be composed of the same elements; 
both to be popular, immoveable, and 


renewed every two years. The one is 
FS re only 


B 


only to originate Laws, the other has 
the power of the Veto; that is to say, 
the latter is only a Censor condemned to 
wage perpetual warfare with the former; 
and to compleat the absurdity, this Cen- 
Sor is only to adopt or reject Laws, with- 
out any modification or alteration what- 
ever. Besides this Legislative Body di- 

vided into two Sections, there 1s to be a 
Revising Body, which is only to employ 
itself in the changes proposed in the Con- 
Stitutional Laws, and which are to be at 
stated periods submitted to the Sanction 
of the Primary Assemblies. In short, this 
whole Machine, so democratical in its 
construction, so complicated, and with- 
out controul, is to be put into action 
without a Director, that is, without any 
Supreme Chief; for according to Boissy 
D'ANGLAs, that would. be to trust too 


great a power 70 one man. 


We 


* 

We shall not enter into a minute exa- 
mination of this New Constitution, 80 
discordant in its details, 80 incoherent in 
its principles, and 80 incompatible with 
the character and customs of the French 
Nation: it presents no point of union 
for friends of Monarchy and Republi- 
cans; and from this circumstance we 
cannot help suspecting, that those who 
have proposed it, do not think they shall 
ever be called upon to carry it into exe- 
cution. It is probable that they have sug- 
gested it only to sound the public opinion, 
and to try if it was not possible to bring 

it back immediately to some more vigor- 
ous and less democratical political sys- 
tem. And we think before it is long, 
we shall have to state that its authors 
have confessed to the Convention, that 
on more minutely examining the springs 


of 


139 J 


of their own Machine, they have dis- 


covered that it cannot move without a 


more powerful Director, &c. &c. &c. 


However, to do them justice, and to 
collect their real intentions, we must con- 
sider the several remarkable Confessions they 
have made, and to which their project of a 
Constitution seems to have served only as 
the vehicle; and, by the nature of these 


Confessions, we may determine that they 


are likely to accelerate other retrograde 
movements which are very important. 
Ihe fret, and the most curious of these 


Confessions, is this: You will establish 


Civil Equality, Equality with respect to the 
Law---you will not attempt 10 establish 


aBsoLUTE EquaititY, watch 1s AA. Hf, 
 CHiMERAa. We ought to be gov: rned Ae. _ 
by the best men, a..d you will find the F 7 AL 


best 
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B 
best men among those who have an in- 
terest in maintaining the Government, 
and in the execution of the Laws, and 


' these are the Men of Property. A man 


without Property must be in à constant 
exercise of virtue, to interest himself for 
the Established Government. That Coun- 
try where Men of Property govern, is in 
a state of Society: that in which those 
without property govern, is in a state of 


Nature.“ 


Through what a terrible course of mi- 


sery, of robbery, and of crime, has it been 
necessary for the Leaders in France to run, 
before they would thus solemnly acknow- 
ledge the truth of a principle, which is 


the preserver of the social order, a prin- 


ciple which they themselves contemptu- 
ously trod under their feet three years 


ago. But if they now at length succeed 


In 


1 21 J 
{ in adopting one single exception to their 
mad doctrine of Equality, what will be- 
come of their Revolution, of which this 
perfect Equality was the key- stone? What 
will become of that magical word which 
they adopted as their motto? What will 
become of their famous Declaration of 
Rights, which they presented to other 
Nations as the Gospel of Equality? And 
what will those of our own misled Coun- 
trymen, think of this sudden apostacy, 
who had looked upon this Declaration 
of Rights as the Magna Charta of Li- 
berty which had been lost, and re- 
covered ? 85 


The gecond Confession passes sentence 
of death upon all Democratical Societies 
and Affiliated Clubs- Societies which 
we have not wanted English Jacobins to 

I. introduce 


# 


1 1 
introduce into this Country. NO Sb. 
ciety can call itself popular, without infring- 
ing the privilege of the whole body of the 
People. It is only the Primary Assemblies 
which can properly ke called Popular So- 
cieties. Any thing short of these Societies 
only deserve the name of COTERIES of pri- 
vate Avssemblies, which become uSUrpers as 
zoon as they attempt to influence the political 
order. Such is at length the tardy 
langua ge of the French Convention !'! 

The third acknowledges the extreme 
dangers of Electoral Bodies---of that fa- 
mous political discovery which had gain- 
ed the admiration of Dr. PRICE and his 
Disciples. We are afraid of the geduc- 
tive powers of Orators in these Meetings : 
"they may become the source of corruption 
ana wy intrigue; whereas the Elections in the 


$ 6 Primary 


1 
Primary Assemblics are made immediately, 


and by secret vote, to insure the greatest 


Freedom of opinion. 


The fourth admits, that there is no idea 
more chimerical or dangerous than that 
of imagining that men, without educa- 
tion, or experience in business, ought to 
be called to exercise the affairs of Govern- 
ment. Mie thought that in a few years 
no person sliould be permitted to hold a high 
Office, who had not previously exercised 
some public function in the inferior order. 
This condition Seemed to us an essential safe- 
guard to Public Liberty.” What will 
Citizen Hardy and his Associates think 
of this simple declaration? What will 
those think of it, who, from pure pa- 
triotism, had consented to quit their stalls 
for an English Convention, where they 
| DD: 


| 24 ] 

would have regenerated the absurd Laws 
of our Ancestors ;' if our Government; 
for the purpose, as they say, only of 


maintaining its abuses, had not deprived 
us of the wholesome reform of these ge- 


nerous Patriots, whose civism was at least 
worth as much as their knowledge and 
understanding? 2 


The gi acknowledges the absurdity 


of a single Legislative Body. ho 
better than you can testify to the world the 
dangers mherent in a single Legislative Body? 
"You know to what a point the audacity of 


Some wretches, the usurped popularity of a 
demagogue, the continual sport of factions, 
may mislead an Assembly without guide and 


avithout counter pore. But I will not tire 
you with a history of your own misfortunes, 
Sc. Sc. We Shall present to you. two 


Divisions 
* 


1 * 


Divis:ons of the Legislative Body, composed 
of the same elements, but with the difference | 


of age: the one to have the power of pro- | 
jecting Lats; the other that of ganctioning 


them. The first, composed of the younger 1 | 
Citizens, may be considered as the IMA- | 


GINATION of the Republic; the Second as 
its REASON.” Here 1s French wisdom 4 


with a vengeance ! 


We appeal here to the sterling good _ | 


sense of our Countrymen, who, in ap- | ; 


proving the principles here laid down, Fs 
will smile with pity and contempt at the 
absurd application of them. 
The ciæthi allows the dangers which arise 
from that multitude of Democratical 
Agents and Public Functionaries with 
which France is crowded. > 1 
Bolss v wo 


tb 1 

Borssr D'AnGLAs proposes to suppress 
all the Districts; to lessen the number of 
Administrators of Departments, and to 
reduce the number of Municipalities to 
one- eighth. We are the less surprized 

that the Commission of Eleven should 
have made choice of this man to raise his 
hand against this monstrous fabric, as he 


was the first, four months since in the 
Convention, to advance a principle 
which will revolt our Democratical Rea- 
ders, and the more so, as he had the 

stupidity to praise that which they blame 

the most in our Government. In ge- 
neral, says he on the 5th Nivose, a 

few well-informed men, and well paid, 

do more work than the whole of the ig- 

norant and conceited multitude.” 


In 


. 

In short, this series of instructive Con- 
fessions was finished by one not less asto- 
nishing than the rest - Frenchmen !” 

said the Commission of Eleven, ie 
have done nothing for you, if you do not Se- 
cond us yoursetves : far better would il be 
for you to have a bad Constitution admini- 
stered by good men, than a perfect Constitu- 
tion direffed by tyrants,” --- What an un- 


expected declaration !---Is not this the 


beginning of the Funeral 'Oration of the 
virtuous. Lovis XVI.? - 


This new Revolution in the political 
principles of France, testifies more and 


more the foresight of our Ministers, who 


have constantly declared that the last 
Constitution could never be acted upon; 


and that to negociate a Peace with De- 
magogues who daily succeed each other, 


would 


—_— 2 — 
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would be to build upon moving sand. 
. Ee) May. we see the new principles Which 


N 
ve been now proclaimed in France, | 
1 promugated throughou every, art of 
1 that Country; and may tl Pe | | 

| 


the dawn 


oof the re· establishment of tho Fr ench Mo _ 
eace of Europe. 
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